Annual Report of the Section on the Sociology of Law

August 30, 2005

I. Introduction:

The Sociology of Law continues to be a vital section, in fact a growing section as indicated by an impressive increase in membership from the lower 300’s in recent years to above 400 by August 2005.  The section’s activities also demonstrate its crucial and unique role, last discussed in Amici, the section newsletter, on the occasion of the section’s 10th anniversary: It marks it’s own profile vis-à-vis the Law and Society Association, as it cultivates a specifically sociological perspective of law; and toward the ASA section of Crime, Law and Deviance as it addresses not just criminal law but all areas of law, including private law, constitutional law, and administrative law.  Finally, the section is characterized by committed members, generous volunteers and lively intellectual exchanges.  I can quote from the previous year’s report that Wendy Espeland put together so skillfully: “The impressive level of support among our members is demonstrated in many ways: not one person declined to serve on a committee when asked; each candidate who was approached by the nominations committee agreed to be a candidate.”  
Again, our sessions at the ASA were well attended; more than thirty people participated in our business meeting; members donated cash worth $315 to the section.  This report summarizes our section activities for the 2004-2005 year. It is based on reports prepared by chairs of committees and on the careful minutes taken at the Business meeting by Robert Granfield, our Secretary-Treasurer. Our plans for the following year include: working to at least stabilize the substantially increased number and diversity of our membership; maintain the high standards of scholarly work presented at our ASA panels and roundtables; continue to provide an intellectually engaging and informative newsletter; maintain good communication with members via our listserv, website and newsletter; cutting our section costs while maintaining the standard of services we provide. Appended to the report is an appendix with the proposed 2004-5 budget that was approved by the Council, reports describing the scholarly work that was honored by the section, and a report by the membership committee.  Copies of this year's newsletters can be seen on the Section web site.
II. Nominations and Election:

This year's Nominations Committee included chair Kathy Hull (Minnesota), Lauren Edelman (Berkeley), John Hagan (Northwestern) and Joshua Guetzkow (Harvard).  The committee's charge was to assemble a slate of candidates for three council seats and chair-elect for the ASA elections in spring 2005.  In fall 2004, the committee solicited nominations from the section membership for all of these positions through a notice posted on the section listserv.  Several nominations were received in response.  The committee then reviewed the current section membership roster and the list of section council members and officers dating back to 1994.  The committee developed a list of 20 possible candidates for council and five possible candidates for chair-elect from the current membership, giving priority to people who had not already served in elective office in the section. All committee members then ranked the lists of potential candidates, and the nominees for the chair-elect and council positions were decided according to the committee's combined rankings (two candidates for each opening, i.e. two chair-elect candidates and six council candidates).  The committee chair then contacted the nominated candidates to confirm their willingness to run.  All nominees accepted except for one council nominee, who was replaced by the next ranked candidate.  The committee chair then collected from the nominees the information required by ASA for the election ballot and forwarded the information to ASA staff in early 2005.  When the election results became available, the committee chair notified all of the candidates of the results before they were announced to the section membership via the section listserv.  Kitty Calavita (Irvine) was elected chair-elect.  Erin Kelly (Minnesota), Richard Lempert (Michigan), and John Sutton (Santa Barbara) were elected to the Council.  This section is based on a report by committee chair Kathy Hull.


III. Publications Committee: 

This year the Publications Committee included Matt Silberman, Chair and Webmaster (Bucknell), David Shulman (Lafayette College), Nancy Fischer (Macalester College), and Ryan D. King (Minnesota).
David Shulman completed his first and very successful year as editor of Amici, our section newsletter.  Two highly informative issues with engaging pieces of intellectual exchange appeared.  David suggested plans for future initiatives and innovations during the Council and Business meetings, reported below.  Matt continues his terrific job of coordinating communication through our section’s listserve and webpage. We greatly appreciate his long and dedicated service to the section.  Ryan King, student member (Minnesota; now on the faculty at SUNY Albany), made additional contributions to updating and enriching the section’s web site.
IV. Membership Committee: 

This year our energetic membership committee was comprised of chair Mathieu Deflem (South Carolina), Vanessa Barker (Florida State), Brian Gran (Case Western), Carroll Seron (CUNY), and Mary Nell Trautner as a graduate student member (Arizona).  
The Committee sought to increase the section’s membership “through various strategies: 1) advertising in the newsletter, including an encouragement to subsidize student memberships; 2) emailing a section poster to the section for advertising purposes; 3) sending a membership flyer by regular and/or electronic mail to all ex-members of 2003/2004 and to selected members and selected non-members, including presenters of relevant ASA papers who also get a copy of Amici; 4) selective outreach to other organizations, such as the ASA Crime, Law, and Deviance section and other ASA sections, sociology members of the Law & Society Association, the Law & Society Division in the SSSP, and the Law and Courts section of the APSA; and 5) placing an ad on our website. In total, several thousand emails were sent out as well as 729 mailings” (quote from committee report).

These strategies proved tremendously successful.  By August 1, 2005, the section had 404 members, up from the previous record of 338 in 2004, and an average of 310 between 1993 and 2004. 
The committee report and a detailed supplement, including suggestions for future action, are added in the appendix.

V. Graduate and Undergraduate Distinguished Student Paper Prize Committee: 

The Student Prize Committee included chair Annette Nierobisz (Carleton College), Jim Inverarity (Western Washington), Louise Marie Roth (Arizona), and Melissa Thompson (Oregon State).  Annette reports that an excellent group of papers were nominated for the student paper prize competition.  The undergraduate paper prize was awarded to Roxanne Moreno of Carleton College and the graduate paper prize to Gabrielle Ferrales of Northwestern University.  Ms. Moreno’s paper, “Immutable Identities? Gender in the Asylum and Immigration Process,” explores the implications of transgendered identity for individuals immigrating to or seeking asylum in the United States.  Ms. Ferrales paper, “Domestic Violence Crime Control Policy and Practice: Implications for Arguments Concerning Penal Theory,” examines the gap between legislative reform and prosecutorial practice.  Two additional papers tied for honorable mention.  They are Emily Ryo’s “Through the Back Door: Illegal Chinese Border Crossings during the Chinese Exclusion Era, 1882-1943” and Sandra Levitsky’s “To Lead with Law: Reassessing the Influence of Legal Advocacy Organizations in Social Movements.”  A detailed report is attached in the appendix.

VI. Distinguished Article Prize Committee:

The Sociology of Law Section alternates between honoring distinguished books and articles. This year we awarded the Distinguished Article Prize for articles on the sociology of law published during 2002-2004 calendar years. The Article Prize Committee comprised of chair Terence Halliday (American Bar Foundation), Katherine Beckett (Washington), Calvin Morrill (Irvine), and Kitty Calavita (Irvine—Kitty generously filled in when Susan Silbey [MIT] resigned from the committee after one of her articles was nominated for the award).  The committee selected two winners and one honorable mention.  The joint winners are:  Patricia Ewick (Clark) and Susan Silbey (MIT), "Narrating Social Structure: Stories of Resistance to Legal Authority," American Journal of Sociology,  2003, Vol. 108: 1328-72; and Nicholas Pedriana (Louisiana State) & Robin Stryker (Minnesota), "The Strength of a Weak Agency: Enforcement of Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the Expansion of State Capacity, 1965-1971."  American Journal of Sociology, 2004, Volume 110: 709-760.  The Honorable Mention goes to: Becky Petit (University of Washington) and Bruce Western (Princeton), "Mass Imprisonment and the Life Course" Race and Class Inequality in U.S. Incarceration." American Sociological Review, 2004, Vol. 69:151-169.   See details in attached report in the appendix.
VII. American Sociological Association Activities:

1. Reception: 

The Law Section co-sponsored an off site reception with the Section on Crime, Law and Deviance, Sunday night, August 14 in a separate room at Joy Tsin Lao, a restaurant in Philadelphia’s Chinatown. Thanks especially to Kim Lane Scheppele who made this event possible as chair of our section’s Local Arrangements Committee.  Thanks also to Charles Tittle, Chair of CLD, for his help in planning the reception.  The reception was an outstanding success.  It was well attended by members of both sections.  I would estimate that 150 people attended over the course of two and a half hours.  Food was generous and of excellent quality.  Spirits were high and conversations lively.
2. Section Sessions: 

The Law Section program was planned this year by chair-elect, Mark Suchman (Wisconsin).  Mark delegated the organization of one session to Jerry Van Hoy (Toledo).  Our roundtables were organized by Elizabeth Hoffmann (Purdue) and Annette Nierobisz (Carleton College). The Law Section featured three panels. The first panel, organized and presided over by Jerry Van Hoy, was entitled “Law and Representation of Interests: Possibilities and Problems.” It featured presentations by Mary Nell Trautner (Arizona); Rebecca Sandefur (Stanford), Robin Patterson, Brian Gran, and Lynn Gannon (all Case Western), and Cheryl Holzmeyer (Berkeley).  Jerry Van Hoy also served as discussant.  The second panel entitled "Legal Dynamics in the Economy/ Economic Dynamics in Law", was organized and chaired by Mark Suchman. Participants included John Sutton and Michael Bourgeois (Santa Barbara); Jason Kaufman (Harvard); Mark Suchman (Wisconsin); and Brandon Lee and Michael Lounsbury (Cornell).  A third section became possible due to an initiative by Kim Lane Scheppele (U of Pennsylvania) who was simultaneously a member of the ASA Local Arrangements Committee and Chair of the Law Section’s Local Arrangements Committee.  Entitled “The Constitution as Exhibit: Capturing America’s Constitutional History for Public Exhibit,” it was held at the National Constitution Center (NCC).  Kim chaired this session and provided a fascinating account of its history.  Presenters were Steven Frank, the NCC’s Vice President for Exhibitions and Research; Robin Wagner-Pacifici (Swathmore College), and Joachim Savelsberg.  Last but not least, five roundtables featured a broad range of topics and participants, including David Tabachnick (Muskingum), Pamela Jackson (Rhode Island College), Jodi Short (Berkeley), Boyd David (NCS Charlotte), Peyton Mason (Linguistic Insights), Liena Gurevich (Hofstra), Stephanie Kent (Ohio State), David Jacobs (Ohio State), Nicholas Pedriana (LSU), Amanda Abraham (LSU), Erin Kelly (Minnesota), Isher-Paul Sahni (McGill), and Dmitri Shalin (UNLV).
The panels and roundtables were well attended and offered a great diversity of engaging papers. Thanks to Mark, Jerry, Kim, Beth, and Annette for organizing them, and to all participants for their contributions.

3. Council Meeting:

The Sociology of Law Section held its Council Meeting at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting in Philadelphia, on Monday, August 15 at 7:15 a.m. at the breakfast restaurant of the Marriott Hotel.  Members present included Joachim Savelsberg, Mark Suchman, Wendy Espeland, Beth Hoffmann, Erin Kelly, Rick Lempert, Kim Lane Scheppele, Rebecca Sandefur, David Shulman, Matt Silberman, and John Sutton.  Laura Beth Nielson, Kathy Hull, Robert Granfield, and Fiona Kay were not present.

Following introductions, Savelsberg thanked Mark Suchman, Kim Scheppele, Jerry Van Hoy, Elizabeth Hoffmann, and Annette Nierobisz for their work on organizing the program for the Law Section.  He reported on the staffing of the section committees and thanked the Chairs of the committees who were present.  Savelsberg further described the work of the membership committee, based on are port by chair Kathy Hull.  He congratulated the winners of the election, all of whom were present.  He also announced the winners of this year’s student paper and distinguished article awards and thanked the award committees for their service (see report above and appendix).  Special thanks went to Mathieu Deflem and his membership committee for the major success in increasing membership substantially.  Savelsberg briefly spoke about Deflem’s report and referred to a more extensive report to be presented by Deflem at the Business meeting.
Savelsberg thanked David Shulman for his fabulous service editing the newsletter.  David took the floor and reported on his first year’s experience and on activities he is planning for the coming years. This past year saw Amici publish symposiums on law and the public/private dichotomy and on Mathieu Deflem’s book Policing World Society.  Upcoming issues of Amici will address a range of subjects, such as the influence of the American Bar Foundation, a symposium on law and social movements, and an article on teaching within the sociology of law.  Additional features will include an expert presenting an analysis of new issues within particular specializations of the sociology of law, a ‘jobtrak’ feature to keep on top of movement of professors across institutions, and a continuing focus on identifying promising completed dissertations of interest to socio-legal scholars.  Council applauded David for his excellent work and vision.
Savelsberg thanked Matt Silberman for his outstanding service on maintaining the section’s web site.  Matt reported that he has improved the web site, including instructions about how to join the section as well as a list of past chairs.  

Savelsberg reported on the budged.  The section currently has a reserve of close to $2,500 in its budget.  Yet, we continue to spend more than we take in. Our biggest expenses are the reception, the prizes and the newsletter.  It was decided that the option of an electronic newsletter be discussed at the business meeting.  Such an option would result in major savings for the section and would balance the budget.
The Council voted unanimously to approve the proposed budget.  

Finally, Council discussed an issue that had been raised during the past year, the publications of job ads on the announcement list serve when such ads are posted by organizations with discriminatory hiring practices.  The specific issue was that of military academies and their policies toward gays and lesbians.  It was decided that the section follow the policies worked out and observed by the ASA.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 8:30 a.m.

4. Business Meeting:

The business meeting of the section on the sociology of law was called to order at 5:30 on Saturday, August 15th.  Outgoing chair Joachim Savelsberg presided over the meeting and Robert Granfield took minutes.  The first order of business involved the announcement of the elections.  The outgoing chair recognized the new chair, Mark Suchman, as well as the chair-elect, Kitty Calavita.  Newly elected council members Erin Kelly, Rick Lempert, and John Sutton were also acknowledged.  A sign-in sheet were circulated. More than 30 members of the section attended, including:

Annette Nierobisz

Roxanne Moreno

Courtney Speigner

Matt Silberman

Sandra Levitsky

Frank Munger

Mathew Deflem

Robin Stryker

Elizabeth Hoffman

Liz Boyle

Becky Sandefur

Becky Pettit

Erin Kelly

Nicholas Pedriana

John Skrentky

Calvin Morrill

John Sutton

Robert Dingwall

Kim Scheppele

Mary Nell Trautner

David Greenberg

Wendy Espeland

Alfonso Morales

Bob Granfield

Joachim Savelsberg

Mark Suchman

Kitty Calavita

Tsuyako Nakamura

Awards

The chair asked for the awards committee to present the sociology of law undergraduate and graduate student paper awards.  The committee members of the student paper awards consisted of Annette Nierobisz, chair, Louise Roth, Melissa Thompson, Jim Inverarity.  Annette Nierbisz announced the student awards.  The committee received many outstanding papers from students.  The committee was charged with selecting one undergraduate and one graduate that stood out from all the submissions.  The committee selected Roxann Moreno, a senior in the sociology and anthropology department at Carleton College, to receive the undergraduate award for her submission, “Immutable Identities?: Gender in the Asylum and Immigration Process.”  This paper examined transgendered identity and its effects on applications for legal asylum and immigrants.  The award for the best graduate student paper was presented to Gabrielle Ferrales, a sociology student at Northwestern University.  Her paper was entitled, “Domestic Violence Crime Control Policy and Practice: Implications for Arguments Concerning Penal Theory.”  This paper ethnographically explores how prosecutors in a domestic violence unit respond to recent legislative reforms that are designed to limit their discretion.  Annette Nierobisz made the announcements and spoke to the texts that received awards.  Both recipients were present to receive the awards.
The Best Article Prize Committee, chaired by Terry Halliday with members including Katherine Beckett, Kitty Calavita, and Cal Morrill, reviewed several articles from a wide variety of journals.  The committee selected two articles as co-winners; Patricia Ewick and Susan Silbey’s article, “Narrating Social Structure: Stories of Resistance to Legal Authority and Nicholas Pedriana and Robin Stryker’s article, “The Strength of Weak Agency: Enforcement of Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the Expansion of State Capacity, 1965-1971.  Both of these articles were published in the American Journal of Sociology.  Honorable Mention was extended to Becky Pettit and Bruce Western’s paper, “Mass Imprisonment and the Life Course: Race and Class Inequality in U.S. Incarceration” published in the American Sociological Review.  As the committee chair was not able to attend this year’s meetings, Kitty Calavita made the announcements and briefly characterized the award winning texts.  Robin Stryker and Nicholas Pedriana were present to receive their award.  
Budget    

The budget report was read by Bob Granfield, the secretary/treasurer of the sociology of law section.  The budget for the period ending on June 30, 2005 and the proposed budget for the entire fiscal year are attached.  It was noted in the discussion that the budget is decreasing.  The major expense item is the costs associated with producing the section newsletter and mailing it out to members. Outgoing chair Joachim Savelsberg opened up discussion on switching to an electronic newsletter and noted that many sections currently use this format.  Several section members offered support for the paper newsletter believing it provides a sense of community and that it is a tangible product of the section.  One section member noted that receiving the newsletter in the mail is an alternative to increasingly digitized information and likened it to reading the NY Times.  Supporters of an electronic version noted that it could be longer than the current paper version and that members could download and print a pdf version.  Also, the cost savings of an electronic version were noted.  It was also noted that an electronic version is more accessible, particularly if people are away from their campuses.  In a straw vote, a majority of members present at the business meeting were in favor of an electronic version.  A motion was made that an “opt-out” system be adopted next year to allow people to have their choice of a paper vs. an electronic newsletter.  The motion carried with a majority in favor of establishing an opt-out system.

Membership Committee

Kudos were extended to Mathew Deflem for the great work in raising the section membership to above 400.  Deflem noted that building membership took an extensive amount of time.  He offered 5 observations: 1) Need to retain current members, 2) Need to engage in membership activities throughout the year, 3) Need to increase student membership which is only $5 and could be subsidized by current members, 4) Need to identify and recruit non-ASA members as well as ASA members from other sections, and 5) that the section can only be what the specialty is and is currently limited because sociology of law is somewhat marginal.  The assembly much applauded Mathieu for his efforts and accomplishments.  (A detailed report of the membership committee is attached.)
Out-going Chair/In-coming Chair Comments

The outgoing chair thanked various individuals including Wendy Espeland, Brian Gran, Mathieu Deflem, Kim Schepple, and in-coming chair, Mark Suchman.  
He then turned the meeting over to Mark Suchman who offered a few comments regarding the coming year.  He thanked Jerry Van Hoy for organizing sessions and noted that the new Mentorship Coordinator is Liz Boyle who will serve a 3 year term.  Liz indicated that she will send an e-mail to members to recruit mentors.  Suchman also noted that each of the following committees needed to be filled; a) Publications, b) Nominations, c) Membership, and d) Book Award.  Each of these committees needs one new person.  Suchman concluded his remarks by announcing 2 initiatives that he would like to pursue over the next year.  First, he suggested the section on the sociology of law develop a reader to increase revenues for the section.  The coming year could be the planning year with production in the following year.  Second, he noted that the section currently has two list serves; one for section officers and the other for general discussion and announcements.  He noted that the general list serve is underutilized by section members.   Suchman proposed that the list serve could be enlivened by having a discussion question of the month where members could offer their thoughts on a current issue in the sociology of law.  Suchman proposed that the first discussion topic for the list serve be: “What would you put into a reader in the sociology of law?”

Kitty Calavita, the incoming chair-elect, invited suggestions for sessions for the 2006 Annual Meetings.  Two sessions will be added to the section’s traditional contingent, one due to the increased membership, the other due to the fact that the section day will be on the last day of the meetings next year.
Wendy Espeland thanked outgoing chair Joachim Savelsberg for his service.
Meeting adjourned at 6:15.
Respectfully submitted, Joachim J. Savelsberg
APPENDIX I
Proposed Budget, 2004-5

Approved by Council and by Members at the 2004 Meetings





Period ending 


2005






12/31 2004


Draft

Beginning Balance


$3,822



$3,260

Revenues



  


Allocation for section

  1,632



  1,676


Dues Income


     416



       93


Royalty Income

         0



         0


Other Income


         0



         0

Total Revenue



  2,048



  1,869

Expenses


Annual Meeting



Reception

     765



     800



Other expenses


Newsletter Expenses

  1,045



   1,045


Travel Reimbursement




      300


Miscellaneous (award &


Plaques)


     800



      500

Total Expenses


  2,610



    2,645

Increase/decrease


    (562)


      (776)

Ending Balance


  3,260



    2,484

APPENDIX II
Announcements of the Scholarly Awards

Results of the Sociology of Law Student Paper Competition, 2005 
The 2005 committee for the undergraduate and graduate student paper prize in the Sociology of Law consisted of Annette Nierobisz (Carleton College), Jim Invervarity (Western Washington University), Louise Roth (University of Arizona), and Melissa Thompson (Portland State University).  The committee received many excellent submissions this year.  On the basis of our combined rankings of the papers, we awarded the undergraduate paper prize to Roxanne Moreno of Carleton College and the graduate paper prize to Gabrielle Ferrales of Northwestern University.

Ms. Moreno’s paper, “Immutable Identities? Gender in the Asylum and Immigration Process,” explores the implications of transgendered identity for individuals immigrating to or seeking asylum in the United States.  Moreno studied this issue by interviewing lawyers, transgendered individuals, and leaders of GLBT organizations.  Analysis of data from these interviews revealed the multiple ways in which the current immigration and asylum process both hinders and helps transgendered individuals.  For example, Ms. Moreno shows that transgendered individuals have a better chance of obtaining the necessary legal documents should they apply for asylum rather than attempting to immigrate via a legal marriage.  In this way, Moreno demonstrates a solid grasp of the relationship between legal asylum, Defense of Marriage Statutes, and sexual identity.  Committee members noted that Moreno’s topic was timely and provocative, that her paper was well-written and researched, and that Moreno developed a nuanced understanding of her topic.  

Ms. Ferrales paper, “Domestic Violence Crime Control Policy and Practice: Implications for Arguments Concerning Penal Theory,” examines the gap between legislative reform and prosecutorial practice.  Ferrales specifically conducted ethnographic observations of 154 domestic violence cases that arrived to a prosecutor’s office.  Her findings show how this law enforcement organization resisted following strict legal guidelines in domestic violence cases because these rules are not attentive to the social characteristics of offenders, victims, and the setting in which these offenses occur.  Ferrales’ ethnographic work shows a discrepancy between academic discourse and legal practice, and she ties her findings to one of the broad controversies in postmodern penology.  For all of these reasons, committee members noted that Ferrales’ paper is unique and highly interesting.
Two additional papers tied for honorable mention.  They are Emily Ryo’s (Stanford University) “Through the Back Door: Illegal Chinese Border Crossings during the Chinese Exclusion Era, 1882-1943” and Sandra Levitsky’s (University of Wisconsin—Madison) “To Lead with Law: Reassessing the Influence of Legal Advocacy Organizations in Social Movements.” 
We congratulate all of the authors for their excellent work and believe that these papers have the potential to make an important contribution to the field of Sociology of Law.

Submitted by Annette Nierobisz, Committee Chair

Results of the Sociology of Law Distinguished Article Award Competition, 2005 
The Best Article Prize Committee—chaired by Terry Halliday and including Kitty Calavita, Katherine Beckett, and Cal Morrill--reviewed many excellent articles from a wide variety of journals. It was a tall order to winnow down the field.

This year we are recognizing two articles as co-winners—Patricia Ewick and Susan Silbey’s “Narrating Social Structure: Stories of Resistance to Legal Authority,” published in the American Journal of Sociology, and Nicholas Pedriana and Robin Stryker’s “The Strength of a Weak Agency: Enforcement of Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the Expansion of State Capacity, 1965-1971,” also published in AJS. We also would like to extend Honorable Mention to Becky Pettit and Bruce Western’s “Mass Imprisonment and the Life Course: Race and Class Inequality in U.S. Incarceration” published in the American Sociological Review. The committee found each of these articles truly impressive in their contributions to the field.

Ewick and Silbey’s article “Narrating Social Structure” is a fascinating elaboration of the telling of stories of resistance to legal/bureaucratic authority, resistance that is extended beyond the actual episode through its repeated recounting. The committee especially appreciated that Ewick and Silbey use a legal site to tackle a general problem in social theory, namely, the nature and exercise of power, hegemony and counter-hegemony. It similarly grapples with the classic micro-macro problem in social explanation, of getting from the individual and interactional to macrosociological and structural. Not least, it is a great read! Co-winner of the prize.

Pedriana and Stryker’s “The Strength of a Weak Agency” addresses the anomaly of aggressive enforcement of Title VII by the early EEOC despite the absence of resources. It refutes the standard political-institutional account of state capacity by showing that the EEOC could capitalize on legal decisions and social movement pressure to enhance their capacity. The paper takes on an important theoretical issue, and uses the site of law to advance state theory. It also introduces new concepts such as the “moving target” of agency power which ebbs and flows over time. This is a meticulously researched and crafted article, and again, a great read. Co-winner.

Pettit and Western’s “Mass Imprisonment and Life Course” is to be commended as well, and we would like to give it runner-up recognition. It is an empirical, statistical analysis of penal inequality in the United States, in which lifetime risks of imprisonment for white and black men at different levels of education are compared. The paper advances a critically important area of research, it pushes forward life course theory, and is the result of a really impressive data-collection effort. It has both theoretical and policy implications, and it too is straightforward and compelling in its presentation.

Submitted by Terence Halliday, Committee Chair
APPENDIX III
Membership Committee Report

The Sociology of Law section Membership Committee 2004-2005 consisted of Vanessa Barker, Mathieu Deflem (Chair), Brian Gran, Carroll Seron, and Mary Nell Trautner. 

Plan & Results

The Committee set itself the mission to increase the section’s membership through various strategies: 1) advertising in the newsletter, including an encouragement to subsidize student memberships; 2) emailing a section poster to the section for advertising purposes; 3) sending a membership flyer by regular and/or electronic mail to all ex-members of 2003/2004 and to selected members and selected non-members, including presenters of relevant ASA papers who also get a copy of Amici; 4) selective outreach to other organizations, such as the ASA Crime, Law, and Deviance section and other ASA sections, sociology members of the Law & Society Association, the Law & Society Division in the SSSP, and the Law and Courts section of the APSA; and 5) placing an ad on our website. In total, several thousand emails were sent out as well as 729 mailings. 
By January 2005, the section had 182 members, but the ASA as a whole had only 5,679 members at this point. By the end of the month, we had 246 members. An email with a request to renew was sent to the section list, and all 2004 members who had not renewed were individually emailed. On April 1, 2005, the section had 325 members, of which 120 were new members. The 42 who had renewed for the ASA but not the section got a renewal form by regular mail. Those who had not renewed at all got an individual email. On June 8, 2005, the section had 375 members, of which 141 were new to the section. The 44 who had left the section but not the ASA were called by phone for a short survey, and the 55 who had not renewed at all received a letter by regular mail. Late June, about a dozen close colleagues were emailed to round up additional members. More than 20 graduate students were emailed and asked to join the section (with membership paid). On July 23, 2005, the section had 402 members. On August 1, we had 404 members, up from the previous record of 338 in 2004, and an average of 310 between 1993 and 2004. 
Reflections & Suggestions

1)
Without a doubt, the most successful element of any membership strategy is seeking to retain members. Section memberships are not stable. This is most tragically revealed in the case of the memberships of section officers: in 2004, 8 former Council members and one former section Chair were no longer members. Four out of the 6 Council members of 2002 were no longer members in 2004. In 2005, we regained two former Council members, but lost another former Chair. Some 40 members of 2004 did not renew their membership. A loss and/or gain of 40-50 members every year is ‘normal’, which is not insignificant in the case of a relatively small section. 

2)
Another successful strategy is for the Membership Committee to maintain its recruitment activities throughout the year. Membership renewals start in October, but typically by January only about half of all ASA members have renewed. Some members do not renew until the meeting is approaching. It is therefore critical to request for membership up-dates from the ASA throughout the year and to follow-up towards those who have not renewed. 

3)
It is indisputable that the section benefits tremendously from having student members. It is therefore also more than useful for regular members to recruit students and to subsidize their membership. The Committee is extremely grateful to all student members for their support. 

4)
Outreach to organizations outside sociology is not particularly useful to increase membership. Instead, it is far more useful to reach out to other sociologists in the ASA and to involve the very broadest range of sociologists in the section’s activities. Members on the Council and the various committees, for instance, ought to represent the widest diversity of sociologists to include some generally very well-known sociologists as well as specialists in the sociology of law, professors with senior standing as well as up-and-coming scholars, and representatives from as many Departments as possible, including major institutions as well as large and small colleges. 

5)
Good communications among the Membership Committee members, the other committees and officers, the Council, the section Chair, and the rest of the membership are indispensable. The Membership Committee should be consulted for any membership-related activities and announcements. 

6)
The section can only be what the specialty has to offer. Continued scholarly efforts in the sociology of law by means of high-quality teaching and research will elevate the standing of the sociology of law in sociology at large and thus also promote our section to all sociologists. 

The Membership Committee wishes to thank all current members for their support. Special thanks go to our student members and to all those who joined the section for the first time. We are also extremely grateful to Michael Murphy, Director of ASA Sections & Governance, who assisted us superbly throughout the year. 

This Report is submitted to the section Chair for presentation to the Council. A more detailed Appendix is provided to the Chair for the benefit of the Chair-Elect and next year’s Membership Committee. 

August 5, 2005   Submitted by Mathieu Deflem, Committee Chair
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