ASA Sociology of Law Section Report – 2003

I.  Report of Business Meeting

The ASA Sociology of Law Section held its annual business meeting at the American Sociological Association Meetings in Atlanta, on Saturday, August 16, 2003, with Carol Heimer as Chair and Susan Silbey taking minutes for Secretary/Treasurer Carroll Seron, who was not able to attend the meeting.  A sheet was circulated to record attendance.  Twenty-nine members of the section were in attendance, including:

Carol Heimer

Kim Scheppele

Erich Steininan

Wendy Espeland

Timothy Clark

Kwai Ng

Nancy Fischer

Mark Suchman

Erick Carson

Kathy Hull

Elizabeth Hoffman

Robert Nelson

Brian Gran

Susan Silbey

Robert Dingwall

Elaine Draper

Laura Beth Nielsen

Judith Harris

Abigail Saguay

Jennifer Earl

Lynn Jones

Mellisa Holtzman

Robin Stryker

Vanessa Barker

Jodi Short

Matt Silberman

Tametria Johnson

Pauline Bart

Joachim Savelsberg

Carol Heimer opened the meeting at 11:30 p.m. by welcoming section members.  Given the crowded program of activities at the end of the day, she said, the section leadership decided a free lunch might be a more attractive alternative than an end-of-the-day reception.  The section has a competitive advantage in this slot (particularly when it offers lunch) that it may lack later in the day.

Introducing the current and incoming officers and council members, Carol Heimer also thanked Patricia Ewick (chair) and her committee (John Sutton, Elaine Draper, and Sarah Gatson) for their fine work on the nominations and elections committee.

The second item on the agenda was the announcement of the prizes.  Heimer noted the importance of these prizes in honoring exemplary work in the field.  Susan Shapiro, the chair of the article committee, was unable to attend the business meeting, but provided a detailed report of the activities of the committee and a written announcement of the winner.  The section alternates book and article prizes, so this year’s prize was for an outstanding article.  The committee (including John Braithwaite, Connie McNeeley, Robert Emerson, and Jennifer Earl) awarded the prize to "Michigan's Minority Graduates in Practice: The River Runs Through Law School," by Richard O. Lempert, David L. Chambers, and Terry K. Adams, published in Law and Social and Social Inquiry.  The announcement gave a brief description of the work and explained its importance.  The authors also were unable to attend, but Lempert sent an email expressing his delight and commenting on the uses of social science in the policy process.  Heimer thanked the committee for its hard and careful work and showed section members the plaques that had been prepared for the prize recipients.

This year’s student prize committee (including Calvin Morrill, chair, Charles Cappell, Erin Kelly, and David Shulman) elected not to award prizes because they received insufficient nominations.

Section members discussed several issues about the awarding of prizes.  In the past, prize committees have considered articles published in the previous 2 years.  But in some cases, when publication is delayed, an article may end up being unavailable for the cycle in which it is eligible and then ineligible during the cycle for which it is actually available.  After some discussion, we agreed to a new policy whereby each article prize committee considers articles published in the previous 3 years, with the proviso that an article can be submitted only once.  So the next article committee will consider articles published in 2002, 2003, and 2004, but will exclude any 2002 papers already considered by this year’s committee.

We also discussed perennial concern with number of submissions, particularly for student prizes, and considered a variety of solutions that would decrease the extent to which faculty prescreened papers for the committee but might increase the flow of submissions.

In discussing the budget, Heimer pointed out that most of our funds come from the ASA allocation to sections and a share of the section dues (totaling somewhere around $2000) and funds brought forward from previous years (a bit short of $4000).  Because the American Bar Foundation subsidized our reception last year in Chicago, our financial situation is in fact relatively good, with around $6000 to work with (we do not have current figures).  These funds are sufficient to produce a newsletter and reception and to help defray the conference travel expenses of student prizewinners.  But the funds will not stretch much beyond these core costs.  The section custom is to pass the hat, and this was done again, with section members contributing cash, checks, and IOUs.

Another core activity of the section is its newsletter, very ably edited by Mathieu Deflem.  The newsletter currently publishes a dozen pages packed with section news and articles discussing recent research. Amici is available online, but also has been mailed to all members of the section. The production of the newsletter and mailing of the newsletter are costly, and section members discussed and endorsed the desirability of moving to electronic publication as a way to save money.  Deflem wishes to step down as newsletter editor after another year and incoming section chair, Wendy Espeland will find a new editor.

Matt Silberman has been working very hard as our publications chair.  In that role he has been keeping up our “independent” listserve (ASA also has a section listserve) as well as maintaining and improving our website.  Current and back issues of the newsletter are available on the website as well as annual reports and other useful information about the section.  Section members were urged to visit the website.
At last year’s meeting, we voted to move forward with an agreement to form a liaison with Law and Social Inquiry.  The agreement has been implemented, the few glitches worked out, and section members now receive a discount on their subscriptions to this peer-reviewed journal.  Beyond this first move, the hope of the LSI and section officers is that section members will become more involved with the journal as authors and reviewers. 

Membership continues to be an issue and is crucial because it affects session allocation at the annual meetings.  ASA treats 300 members as something of a threshold.  For instance, we need to have over 300 members in order to have 2 sessions (in addition to the business meeting).  It is the count as of the end of September that counts, and we had 317 then, but are currently down somewhat because not all members have renewed.  Section members were urged to find out whether their membership was current (and correct it if it isn’t); Laura Beth Nielsen explained how to find out whether one is in fact registered as a law section member.  Wendy Espeland indicated that she would make membership a priority during her term as chair.

The program is planned by the chair elect, so this year’s program has been planned by Wendy Espeland.  Espeland talked a bit about the sessions that had already occurred and the ones that would be taking place over the next couple of days.  Joachim Savelsberg, newly elected chair-elect, will be planning the program for August 2004 and talked a bit about what he might do.  We also talked in a general way about the issues of how to combine invited sessions, open sessions, and roundtables.

The meeting was adjourned by Carol Heimer at 12:10, with section members expressing their approval of the lunch/meeting combination.
II.  Section Activities

--council meeting (see approved budget in III, below)

--business meeting and luncheon

--annual meeting program

--section elections

--section prize competitions

--two newsletters

--maintained and improved listserve and website

--finalized and implemented liaison with Law and Social Inquiry
III.  2002-04 Budget (estimates and projections, pending correction by treasurer) discussed and approved by council

FY2002

adjusted
FY2003

projected
FY2004

draft






Beginning Balance 
$4,343
$3,827
$3,600






Revenues




   Allocation for Section
1,076
1,634
1,606

   Dues Income 
374
384
378

   Royalty Income
0
0
0

   Other Income
0
221
200






Total Revenue 
1,450
2,239
1,984






Expenses




   Annual Meeting




        Reception
600
1,387
1,000

        Other Expenses

29


   Newsletter Expenses
1,038
1,050
1,050

   Travel Reimbursement
300
0
300

   Miscellaneous
18
0
25






Total Expenses       
1,956
2,466
2,375






Increase/Decrease
-516
-227
-391






Ending Balance
3,827
3,600
3,209

Respectfully submitted,

Carol A. Heimer
Section Chair, 2002-2003
