
ASA Sociology of Law Section Report – 2002
The ASA Sociology of Law Section held its annual business meeting at the American Sociological Association Meetings in Chicago, on August 19, 2002, with John Hagan as Chair and Elizabeth Chambliss taking minutes as Secretary/Treasurer.  Twenty-three members of the section were in attendance, including:

John Hagan

Erin Kelly

Mark Cooney

James Tucker

Laura Beth Nielsen

Joachim Savelsberg

Carroll Seron

Sydney Halpern

Joyce Sterling

Celesta Albonetti

Arthur Stinchcombe

John Braithwaite

Anna-Maria Marshall

Elizabeth Hoffman

Carol Heimer

Devah Pager

Mark Gould

Elizabeth Chambliss

Wendy Espeland

Jeff Tatum

Terry Halliday

Kelly Musicz

Saif Islam

John Hagan opened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. by welcoming section members. Elizabeth Chambliss gave a brief report on the budget, explaining that the section is solvent, with net assets of roughly $5,000 as of May 31, 2002. We passed around a sign-up sheet to record attendance.

John Hagan then introduced a proposal, approved by the Sociology of Law Council which met that morning, that the Section form a liaison with Law & Social Inquiry, a peer review journal published by the American bar Foundation, whereby some or all of Section dues ($12 per year) would be credited toward the subscription price of the journal. John explained that the most immediately apparent benefit of such a relationship to Section members would be a reduced subscription price, but that the relationship also could lead to more submissions on sociology of law topics, more visibility for sociology of law papers, and perhaps more momentum for symposia on sociology of law topics.  From the journal’s perspective, the chief benefits would be increased circulation and participation in the life of the journal.  John explained that the journal might form similar relationships with other organizations and sections.

No one could think of any drawbacks to the proposal. The bulk of the business meeting was spent discussing the benefits of such a relationship and the specific form that it would take. Laura Beth Nielsen introduced the first motion, providing that: (1) LSI be published “in association with” the Sociology of Law Section of the ASA; (2) that LSI editors and Section leaders consult further about the amount of the reduction in the subscription price for Section members; and (3) that the Section seek all necessary approval from the ASA. This motion was followed by a lot of discussion about the implications of the phrase “in association with” and Laura Beth ultimately withdrew the motion. Carol Heimer then offered an alternative motion, as follows: 

We direct the leadership of the Section to move forward to make an arrangement whereby Section members get a reduced rate on the journal (LSI) and are encouraged to submit papers to the journal; and we authorize the leaders of the Section to discuss the possibility of more elaborate links with LSI.

The motion was seconded and carried, 19-0.   

Elizabeth Hoffman then announced the winners of the graduate and undergraduate essay competitions. The winner of the 2002 Graduate Student Essay Competition was Devah Pager for her essay “The Mark of a Criminal Record.” Devah recently completed her degree in Sociology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and has accepted a position at Northwestern University. The winner of the 2002 Undergraduate Student Essay Competition was Yen P. Nguyen for her essay “Creating Computer Crimes Units.”  Yen completed her degree in Sociology from University of California at Santa Barbara.  She will begin Law School this Fall at the University of California-Berkeley.

Arthur Stinchcombe announced the winner of the book prize. The 2002 Book Prize went to John Braithwaite and Peter Drabos for their book, Global Business Regulation. Honorable mention went to Robert Kagan for his book, Adversarial Legalism and the American Way of Law. Terry Halliday asked if the authors’ comments could be submitted to Amici and John said that they could. 

Wendy Espeland asked Section members to think about panels and themes for next year and to submit them to her. Carroll Seron suggested that the Section form a Membership Recruitment Committee, on which she agreed to serve. John stressed the financial importance of keeping Section membership above 300, and asked people to volunteer to help Carroll (who is also the incoming Secretary/Treasurer). 

John adjourned the meeting at 2:20 p.m. 

As noted above, the council meeting of the section was devoted largely to discussing and approving a proposal to form a linkage between the section and the journal, Law & Social Inquiry.  

The new officers and council members of the section were elected following a nominations process that included a committee made up of a member of council, Mark Cooney, the prior section chair, Nancy Richman, and two members of the section.

An operating budget for the coming year was approved by the section council and appears below.

The current and coming years’ activities have focused on:

Growing and maintaining membership in the section, which as of September 2002 stands at 317.

Improving the section newsletter under the editorship of Mathieu Defem, which can be viewed through the link indicated below. 

Organizing sessions for the current and coming meetings, which were stimulating and well attended.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hagan
Section Chair, 2001-2002
ADVANCE \d4AMICI: The Section Newsletter

The newsletter is now also available onine at: www.amicionline.org .
Back issues: 

Fall 1996 ‑ Spring 1997 ‑ Fall 1997 ‑ Spring 1998 ‑ Fall 1998 ‑ Spring 1999 ‑ Spring 2000 ‑ Spring 2001 ‑

ASA Sociology of Law Section 

2002-03 Budget

	
	2002 Budget
	As of 5/31/02
	Projected

(12/31/02)
	2002 Adjusted
	2003

Budget

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Beginning Balance 
	$4,343
	
	
	4,343
	3,827

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Revenues
	
	
	
	
	

	   Allocation for Section
	1,076
	1,076
	0
	1,076
	1,634

	   Dues Income 
	374
	156
	218
	374
	384

	   Royalty Income
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	   Other Income
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Revenue 
	1,450
	1,232
	218
	1,450
	2,018

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenses
	
	
	
	
	

	   Annual Meeting
	
	
	
	
	

	        Reception
	
	
	500
	600
	1,000

	        Other Expenses
	
	
	
	
	

	   Newsletter Expenses
	
	519
	519
	1,038
	1,050

	   Travel Reimbursement
	
	
	300
	300
	300

	   Miscellaneous
	
	
	18
	18
	25

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Expenses       
	
	519
	1,337
	1,956
	2,375

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Increase/Decrease
	1,450
	713
	
	-516
	-357

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ending Balance
	5,793
	5,056
	
	3,827
	3,470


