For ISCA Newsletter, from D.L. Johnson, Oct. 07.

Diana and Don Johnson are thoroughly enjoying retirement, relaxing, writing, traveling, attending national meetings, interacting with extended family, playing racquetball (Don), shooting hoops with friends (Don), and eating out occasionally in non-noisy, good food- and good serviced- restaurants in Chambana. We also travel west 2-3 times/year to experience the splendors of western North America, and to continue collecting resources for our biomantle/dynamic denudation/Mima mound books that are under way. Life is good, and we wish the same for BSG members, and for all peoples in strife-torn areas of the world, especially the Middle East. Let us hope that peace is on the way!

Professional Activities/Travel, Nov. 06-Feb. 08.
November 2006: Don, wife Diana, and Andy Stumpf (Il. St. Geol. Surv.) spent November researching and traveling (5,000 miles) by auto throughout Tierra del Fuego and southern Patagonia. We gathered info for 3 books, Dynamic Denudation, Biomantle of the Critical Zone, and Mima Mounds.

December 2006: AGU meetings, S.F.; presented paper, with Henry Lin (Penn St. U), titled: “The Biomantle-Critical Zone model.”

February 2007, attended the ASLO (Waterrocks) meetings, Santa Fe, N.M., and presented a paper titled: “The planetary soil and its epidermal biomantle.” Then drove to N. Padre I., and NE along the Gulf Coast to Lake Charles, LA, researching Mima mounds and other point-centered locally thickened biomantles.

March 2007, traveled throughout many western states examining and photographing Mima mounds, biomantles, etc., then vacationed 2 wks in Oceanside-SD, CA.

April 2007, attended the North Central GSA meetings in Lawrence, Kansas, and presented a paper, with Diana and Andy Stumpf (ISGS), titled: “Loess-bearing biomantles and playas, dessication wedges, and other phenomena, southern Patagonia.” We then afterwards that month presented a paper at the AAG national meetings in S.F., titled: “The global biomantle: Theory, exposition, analysis.”

May-July 2007 found us engaged in home repair, writing, and multiple Midwest field trips with Prof. Cliff Ollier, visiting scholar from Western Australia, and ISGS people.

August 2007, we engaged in Shepard Clovis-Woodland Site geoarchaeological investigations, with various others (ISGS, ISM, Dominican U.), at Chillicothe, IL.

September 17, 2007: presented talk at ISGS, with Diana and Andy Stumpf, titled: “The biomantle of southern Patagonia.”

Late October 2007, travelling to Colorado to collect info for books, and attend GSA meetings in Denver to present paper with Diana, Vance Haynes, Ted Maxwell, titled: “Saharan biofabric: A biomarker for planetary soils?”

Early November 2007, traveling to SSSA meetings, New Orleans, to present paper titled: “Spotlighting the ‘O’ factor in soil genesis: An E\expanded biomantle approach.” On November 8 Don co-lead (with ISGS and ISM people) a one-day fieldtrip to Chillicothe-Hennepin stretch of Ill. River (pre-avulsion Mississippi River) in conjunction with Westlakes Division of the AAG, meeting at UIUC Nov. 8-12..

Dec.-Jan. 07-08: Writing; travel in western U.S.

February 2008, will attend 7th Channel Island. Symposium, Oxnard, CA, presenting/involved in several papers: 

1, “The Green Mountain soil and its pisolitic-sandy biomantle, Northern Channel Islands: Mainland analogues, AMS dating of pisoliths, and role of floralturbation” (with D.N. Johnson);

2, “Unique, differentially depauperate soil biomantles and biofabrics, California Channel Islands: Prospects and consequences” (with D.N. Johnson and D. Muhs); 

3, “The unusual nature of last-glacial-age sand dunes on the California Channel Islands and their paleoclimatic significance” (with D. Muhs and six others);

4, “Why Mima mounds dot the California mainland but not the Channel Islands” (with D.N. Johnson).

Spring-summer 2008: writing books; possible biofabric/biomantle research on Haughton-Mars Project, Devon Island Impact Crater, Canada, 

Papers:

“What did Theodore H. Lewis see at Harpers Ferry, Iowa – burial mounds, Mima mounds, or both? with co-author Fred Finney, to Geoarchaeology (rejected, being re-written for re-submission).

“Learning from the masters: The different soil legacies of Darwin and Dokuchaev” with Diana, Annals, Association of American Geographers (in press).

“The soil biomantle of Earth’s Critical Zone,” with Henry Lin, Eos (in press).

“Geochemical evidence for airborne dust additions to soils in Channel Islands National Park, California,” D.R. Muhs, J. Budahn, D.L. Johnson, M. Reheis, J. Beann, G. Skipp, Eric Fisher, and J. Jones, Geological Society of America, Bulletin 2007 (in press).

“Dynamic denudation origin of the Sangamon Soil on the Illinoian drift plain: Solving the stonelayer (stone line) controversy” with C. Balek (in prep).
