Biogeography Specialty Group

Graduate Student Research Grant Competition

2005

The aim of the Biogeography Specialty Group (BSG) graduate student research grant competition is to provide partial support for graduate students to conduct quality biogeographic research projects for their Master's thesis or doctoral dissertation.  The awards are competitive, and proposals are judged individually on the basis of: 1) scientific merit of the project, including biogeographic significance of the research question and quality of the methodology; 2) organization and clarity of the proposal; and 3) qualifications of the student to conduct the proposed work.  Each applicant must be a student member of the AAG, and the proposed project should be part of her/his thesis or dissertation research.  Normally, awards are made to one Master's and one doctoral student each year.  Applicants may join the AAG now and become eligible for the grants competition if not already a student member.  A committee of four biogeographers from different institutions will evaluate the proposals.  Applications must be postmarked or electronically transmitted (preferred) by January 18, 2005.  Announcement of the awards will be made at the BSG business meeting at the AAG Annual Meeting in Denver.  See the AAG website at http://www.aag.org or the Fall 2004 issue of the BSG Newsletter at http://www.departments.bucknell.edu/geography/The_Biogeographer/ for application instructions and cover sheet.  Please contact Lesley Rigg at the Northern Illinois University (Phone: 815-753-6838; E-mail: lrigg@niu.edu) for more information.

Application Instructions

Each applicant should submit a proposal according to the following format:

1) Cover page—Please complete the application form (see the AAG website at http://www.aag.org or the Fall 2003 issue of BSG Newsletter at http://www.departments.bucknell.edu/geography/The_Biogeographer/).  The form must be signed by the student's advisor (or provide advisor’s e-mail address if application is submitted electronically) to certify that the information is correct.

2) Project description—This section should contain a clear description of the research objectives, the expected significance, and the research methodology.  The text should not exceed two single-spaced pages. Cite the most relevant publications.

3) List of cited references
4) Itemized budget and budget justification—Note: No salaries or indirect costs are allowed—only direct costs such as travel expenses and essential field supplies. The awards are usually $700 for doctoral work and $300 for Master's work.

5) One-page student vitae
Proposals may be submitted in one of two ways.  If submitting electronically (the preferred method), please e-mail the application as a Microsoft Word, WordPerfect, or rich text format (.rtf) file to: lrigg@niu.edu. If submitting a hard copy of the proposal, please send four copies to:
Lesley S. Rigg

Department of Geography

Northern Illinois University

DeKalb, IL 60115-2895

Biogeography Specialty Group

2005 Graduate Student Research Grant Competition

Cover Sheet
Name of Applicant: 

Department: 

University: 

Mailing Address: 

Phone: 

E-mail: 

The proposed study is for (circle one): 
Master’s/Doctorate 

Anticipated date of graduation: 

Title of project: 

Amount requested: 

I am a student member of the AAG (yes/no): 
Signature of Applicant: 

Date: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Proof of student eligibility:

I certify that the applicant is currently a graduate student under my supervision and that the proposed project is part of her/his thesis research.

Name of Advisor: 




Signature:

Or if submitting by e-mail, Advisor’s e-mail address: 

