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Spring 2002

GY 405: Biogeography

T-Th
9:30-10:45   

Sage 142 (Hansen Computer Lab) 

Geography 405 is an upper-division natural science course.  Students should have had GY 102 or By 101, 102, or 152.  Biogeography is the study of the spatial distribution of plants and animals on the surface of the earth.  How have patterns of biodiversity and life changed in the 500 million years of “life on earth”?  Why are species where they are today?  These are the central questions of the class.  Biogeography is taking on new relevance because of currently shifting patterns of vegetation and wildlife migrations globally.  It is of central concern not just to geographers and biologists, but also to wildlife managers, park rangers and planners.  Like all good geography, much of the material in biogeography is visual.  

There is some amount of fieldwork expected in this class.  If this is problematic because of a physical disability, you are to inform the instructor on the first day of class, so that we can make arrangements and accommodations.  The first half of the class will ensure that everyone has the empirical knowledge necessary, the foundations so to speak, and 

the second half will be run as a lecture (Tuesday) and lab class (Thursdays). 

Instructor: Eric P. Perramond, Assistant Professor

Geography & Environmental Science, 2nd floor Gillespie Museum
Office Hours: Wednesday, 10-noon and Fridays, 1-3 p.m. & by appointment.

E-mail: eperramo@stetson.edu
URL: http://www.stetson.edu/~eperramo/
All assigned materials, course outlines, instructor hand-outs will be on the Blackboard on-line course site available at http://blackboard.stetson.edu/
If you do not have an account yet to use Stetson’s computing resources, please establish one immediately (like, yesterday) with C.I.T. (x7217).
Texts to be used in GY 405.  Don’t buy any others – they’re not required!

Quammen, D.  1994.  Song of the Dodo.  

Myers and Ewel.  1990.  Ecosystems of Florida.

NOTE: Occasional hand-outs for reading are your responsibility.  Many of these are up-to-the-minute reports from the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) and its principal publication, Science magazine.  These will not be posted on Blackboard, and are only available from the instructor. 

Grading Policy:

As trite as it may sound, you actually grade yourselves.  If you are absent, and miss important material, you simply won’t know that day’s material on the next exam.  Even if you get the notes from someone else, you won’t have heard any additional side-bars or comments that I make during class, unfortunately.  I do use the +/- system of grading.  But for those of you into the numbers:

Exams: 10% for mid-term; 20% for final exam (2): 30% of final grade

Individual Plant Project*: 20% of final grade (5% presentation/25% text)

Exercises: 2 @ 5% each: 10% of final grade

Participation: 10% of final grade

Quizzes: 2 @5% each: 10% of final grade

Annot. Biblio*: 1 @ 5% of final grade

Rough Draft: 1 @ 5 % of final grade

*The individual project will consist of a 8-10 page paper on a particular species of interest to you, and a short presentation on that species (or genus) to the rest of the class later in the semester (5-10min.).  You are to clear the topic with me first.

You will have two (2) semester exams, the mid-term and the final, focusing on the conceptual and thematic topics discussed in class.  The additional two quizzes will cover material from Song of the Dodo.

The individual projects are to be a “biogeographic profile” of any plant (preferably) or animal (possible, check with me) you wish to focus on.  I will say that the vast majority of biogeographers conduct research on plants, simply because they have limited mobility and are easier to understand (and map).  You will get separate, and detailed, instructions on these term projects and presentations.  

The brief exercises will be conducted during class time and will consist of some digital assignments and outdoor work.  You must be present to receive credit for completing these exercises.

Participation includes (but is not limited to) attendance, questions, interesting comments and group discussion.  

Attendance Policy:

Please note that although I don’t normally take roll, I do tend to remember who is present/absent at every class session.  An empty seat does not make favorable impression.  As a 400-level class, and as advanced students, you should want to come.  I make allowances for two (2) absences during the semester with no penalty to your participation component.  Tardiness is also highly discouraged, as it is disruptive to the entire class.

Academic Honesty & Expectations:

Although Stetson has yet to adopt an honor code, I fully expect all work to be yours, and yours alone.  People tend to “cheat,” peek, or copy work when not enough preparation is done in advance.  This can be the instructor’s fault as well, if no training or explanation is given for each assignment or exam period, so rest assured I will do my part.

a) I give out sample exam questions at least a week in advance of your major tests.

b) I will prepare you on the individual biogeography project.  All expectations, formatting, and details will be given to you well in advance.

c) I encourage you (urge you) to show me work in advance (hint: projects).  I will make copious comments and return them to you ungraded (except rough draft of individual project), so that the final graded work is the best it can be.  

Class Expectations:

· As this is a computer facility, you will have several assignments that are “digital” in nature.  That said, however, please do NOT instant message and e-mail during class.  This is annoying to me, and your peers, so don’t.

· No beepers, pagers, gameboys, and especially no cell phones.  I will make exceptions only for emergency medical technicians. You will treat all others in the class with due respect, not only in terms of timeliness to class, but in all other arenas.  

· You will treat all others in the class with due respect, not only in terms of timeliness to class, but in all other arenas.  This includes commitment to the team project.  If there is clear “slacking” in a pair or group, the grades for the project will be differentiated.

· I expect that you check e-mail on a daily basis.  If you do not, you are likely to miss important announcements, upcoming information, or sudden notices of events that may be of interest to you.

· Your grade is based on your completed work, both on papers, and on exams.  If you are missing important segments of a final grade, you cannot expect to do well.  Failure to communicate with me about missed work almost always results in a failing grade.  
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Tentative Schedule and Readings


Topics



Book/Pages


Important

January


15
Introduction & Organization





17
Biogeography as a field

lecture/handout

22 
Paleoecology


lecture/handout

24
Paleoecology, II


Dodo introduced

29
History of Biogeography

Dodo I, all

31
Biogeographic Concepts

Dodo II, 15-49







February

5
Species Distributions

Dodo III, 115-168, 257-58
Dodo Quiz 1 (I-III)

7
Species-Area Relationship

Dodo IV, 259-306, 378-81

12
Quantitative Beginnings

Dodo V, all

14
A developing theory

Dodo VI, all







19
Theory of Island Biogeography
Dodo VII, all




21
Fragmented Worlds

Dodo IX, all Dodo Quiz 2 (IV-VII) =FEES Symposium*


26
The Sixth Wave?


Dodo X, 603-12 




28
EXAM



Dodo 



Mid-Term Exam (all 









material plus last 









chapters of Dodo)
March

5 – X
SPRING BREAK

7 – X
SPRING BREAK

12
Island Biogeography, applied






14
Island Biogeography, applied

19
T.B.A.







Exercise 1 - due
21 – X 
(A.A.G. conference)

Myers and Ewel, ch. 1 (all) 
Annotated Bibliog.

26 
Biogeography of Florida 

Myers and Ewel, 
ch. 4 (all)


28 
Hist. Biogeography





April

2 
Scrub and High Pine







4 
Lakes, Rivers, Mangroves

ch. 11. ch. 12 ch. 15

Rough Draft due
9 
Pine Flatwoods and Dry Prairies
ch. 5.



11 
Scrub and High Pine

ch. 6.  





16 
Cultural Biogeography

ch. 18, 



hand-out

18 
Exercise 2
 





Exercise 2
23 
Species Presentations

25 
Species Presentations

30
Final Exam Review & Summary




Projects due
May: FINAL EXAM ON….Saturday, May 4th, 8-10 a.m. in Sage 142

* +5 pts on mid-term examination for attendance of FEES symposium on February 21st (3-5 p.m.).
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