Name: __________________________

GY405: Biogeography

Exercise 2: Natural or Cultural Biogeography

Due: Monday, April 22nd, 4 p.m. in Gillespie Museum
The point of this brief exercise is to examine 5 different plants found on campus, and then say something about their biogeography, natural or not.

Many of the species on campus are not native to Florida, but rather introduced, some of them centuries ago.  Those that survive, reproduce, and expand their ranges somewhat (but not too much) can be thought of as “naturalized” species.  Those that have arrived in Florida, and spread aggressively, immune to the problems of heavy rain, drought or competition can be termed “invasive” exotic species.  Exotic species are truly only problematic in the latter condition, when no local ecosystem or organism checks are in place to keep the species from taking over completely.  Keep this in mind on your small research duty.  Please provide the common and scientific name of what you have collected, note by circling whether it is native or introduced (exotic), and if it is introduced where was its point of origin (roughly, if it’s very common).  Please also tape a small leaf or flower sample of each one next to your brief description of the plant (noting height, shape, anything peculiar about the plant).  You’ll want to consult a plant guide if you are truly stumped, but the whole exercise should not take more than a few hours.

Scientific and common name

(circle 1)

(where is it from, if not FL?)

1. Species


Native or Introduced


If introduced, origin?

Brief description of the plant:

Sample Leaf or flower (please tape to this page when turned in):

2. Species


Native or Introduced


If introduced, origin?

Brief description of the plant:

Sample Leaf or flower (please tape to this page when turned in):

3. Species


Native or Introduced


If introduced, origin?

Brief description of the plant:

Sample Leaf or flower (please tape to this page when turned in):

4. Species


Native or Introduced


If introduced, origin?

Brief description of the plant:

Sample Leaf or flower (please tape to this page when turned in):

5. Species


Native or Introduced


If introduced, origin?

Brief description of the plant:

Sample Leaf or flower (please tape to this page when turned in):

Was this assignment difficult?

What types of plants were more difficult to identify?

Would it be useful to have plant guides and descriptions next to every species on campus?
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